Three Line Summary Example

Line 1: Main character, problem, time limit immediacy and setting

Line 2: Helping supporting character and hindering supporting character

Line 3: Outcome and theme

Example: Moby Dick

1. Captain Ahab, driven by obsession and arrogance, must kill Moby Dick within 3 days, otherwise food, fresh water supplies and patience will be exhausted and the entire ship and crew will be destroyed by the whale.

2. Moby Dick surely does not want Ahab to kill him. Ahab's first mate helps Ahab with but with reservations.

3. The whale kills Ahab, all the crew save one and destroys the ship. Nature does not care about man's obsession and arrogance.
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